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Operation: Military Kids - Ohio & National Partners 

Operation: Military Kids is a partnership of Army Child and Youth School Services, National 4-H Headquarters/USDA., and Ohio State University Extension, 4-H Youth Development. 

Operation: Military KidsñOhio is supported by the 4-H/Army Youth Development Project under Kansas State University special project number 2007-48661-03868. In addition, many 

generous donors contribute to Ohio Operation: Military Kids. 

For  More Information about Operation: Military Kids Contact 
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State 4-H Military Liaison 
2201 Fred Taylor Drive 
Columbus, OH 43210 
614.247.8160 
ferrari.8@osu.edu 

Jermaine Kennedy 
OMK Program Coordinator 
2201 Fred Taylor Drive 
Columbus, OH 43210 
614.292.3758 
kennedy.264@cfaes.osu.edu 

www.operationmilitarykids.org 

Erin Berry 
OMK  Youth Program Specialist 
2825 W. Dublin Granville Rd. 
Columbus, OH 43235 
614-336-7314 
erin.berry@us.army.mil 

Ohio 4-H Youth 
Development 

www.ohio4h.org 

Ohio State University 
Extension 

extension.osu.edu 

U.S. Army Child, Youth,  
and School Services 

www.armymwr.com 

Military Child Education 
Coalition 

www.militarychild.org 

Ohio National Guard 
www.ong.ohio.gov/family 

USO of Central Ohio 
www.uso.org 

 

The American Legion 
www.legion.org 

Ohio Department of 
Education 

www.ode.state.oh.us 

U.S. Army Reserve 
www.armyreserve.army.mil 

AT& T Pioneers 
www.attpioneersvolunteers.org 

The Ohio 4-H Foundation 
www.ohio4h.org  

American Red Cross 
www.redcross.org 

     

     

     

The program reflects a strong collaborative effort of youth, adults, and schools and civic, military,  
and private organizations. Together, these groups provide a statewide support network  

for Military Kids: the Everyday Heroes in Our Own Backyards. 

http://operationmilitarykids.ohio4h.org 

Boys & Girls Clubs  
of America 

www.boysandgirls.org 

Nat. Assoc. of Child Care 
Resource &  

Referral Agencies 
www.naccrra.org 



2008 Highlights 
 

¶ 164 campers attended a week-long residential camp made possible by 36 camp counselors, 17 adult staff, and $55,562 in donations. 

¶ Five military appreciation days at local zoos, sporting events, and fairs 

¶ 55 family mobilization briefs connecting with 865 youth from National Guard, Navy, Army Reserve, and Special Forces 

¶ 305 volunteers 

¶ 15 presentations 

¶ 1338 Hero Packs assembled by 13 youth groups 

¶ 650 Hero Packs distributed 

¶ 2 regionally located one-day Hero Camps with 80 youth attending 

¶ 61 Mobile Technology Lab events with 984 youth participating 

¶ Becoming part of the Joint Family Support Assistance Program 

 

Mission and Goals 
Mission: Ohio OMK builds partnerships to increase capacity for youth, families, and communities to support youth of 

military families. 

Goals: 
¶ Create community support networks for military youth "in our own backyard" when service members are deployed. 

¶ Deliver recreational, social, and educational programs for military youth living in civilian communities. 

¶ Support military kids coping with the stress of knowing their deployed parents or family members may be in harm's way. 

¶ Collaborate with schools to ensure that staff are attuned to the unique needs of military students. 

¶ Educate the public on the impact of the deployment cycle on service members, families, kids, and the community as a whole. 

¶ Become a part of the ongoing deployment support services for children and youth where there are military families. 

Hero Camps 
     New in 2008 were regionally located one-day camps called Hero Camps. Eighty kids attended  
one of two Hero Camps. Four camps are planned for 2009. The purposes of the camps were to 
make military kids more resilient and prepared to manage the stresses of growing up in a military 
family and to build confidence, leadership skills, and a sense of community. Youth attending a 
Hero Camp participate in teambuilding, nutrition and healthy living activities, and more. To 
help build resilience youth participate in a discussion about communication and deployment. 
     Running concurrently to the Hero Camps is a STRONG Families Workshop. Parents also 
participate in teambuilding activities along with sessions discussing finances, safety, family fun, 
and stress.  
     Many groups have come together to make these camps possible including the National Guard, 
Red Cross, and Family & Consumer Sciences Extension. Funding for these camps was provided 
through the Ohio Governorõs Faith-Based Initiative.  

Hero Packs 
 

     Ohio volunteers filled 1,338 Hero Packs in 
2008. The largest Hero Pack effort was by Ross 
County 4-H. They hosted a countywide Hero 
Pack event. Approximately 35 4-Hõers came 
out to fill 500 Hero Packs in one night.  
 
     Hero Packs were distributed to 650 youth at 
Family Mobilization Briefs Youth Programs and 
Family Event Days. 

Family Events 
 

Five Military Appreciation Days were held at various locations around 
Ohio. New in 2008 was a tailgate party at an OSU menõs baseball game. 
In the parking lot outside of The Ohio State Universityõs Bill Davis 
Stadium the National Guard provided a climbing wall and football toss. 
Barbeque was provided by Operation: Military Kids. Other events 
included an Ohio State University Womenõs Basketball Game, Wild 
Lights at the Columbus Zoo, Military Appreciation Day at the Cincinnati 
Zoo, and Military Day at the Ohio State Fair.  

Residential Camp 
 

     Ohio held its fourth annual Operation: Military Kids Camp at the Kelleys Island 4-H Camp from August 11-15. There were 164 campers 
ranging in age from 9 to 14. All branches of service were represented at camp. There were 36 counselors and 17 adult staff members at camp. 
Twelve of the counselors came from a military family. Six counselors were previous Ohio OMK campers. Two counselors and two adult staff 
members were from Maryland OMK. They participated in the Ohio camp to gain experience to host their own OMK camp in 2009. Various 
volunteers, presenters ,and special guests also visited throughout the week.  
     A highlight for the camp was having Navy SEALs from SEAL teams 17 and 18 participate in camp through demonstrations, discussions ,and 
activities.  
     New for 2008 was a Parentõs Day. On the last day of camp, parents had the option to come to camp and participate in a closing ceremony 
with special guest Maj. General Gregory Wayt, Adjutant General of the Ohio National Guard. There were 260 family members and friends 
who seized the opportunity to visit camp and have lunch with the campers.  

Mobile Technology Lab 
 

The Mobile Technology Lab (MTL) was used extensively in 2008. There 
were 61 events and 984 youth who participated in MTL activities. The MTL 
was used as part of the Family Mobilization Briefs Youth Programs. Youth 
were able to develop presentations talking about deployment and pictures 
were taken of youth with their parent and made into keepsake buttons. At the 
residential camp the MTL was used as part of a digital photography funshop. 
At Hero Camps youth were given the opportunity to interview each other 
about deployment and create presentations. At family events, the MTL was 
used to create family photos.  

òI was pretty devastated. I did not know 

what to do or where to go...and then I found 
this camp. It is really cool to come and have 

kids who have the same situation as you.ó 
 

-Former OMK camper speaking about deployment  

òAs a father of seven I can not help but at times 

count the cost to my family and children for 
serving my country. I can honestly say that it is 

nice to have the children of our soldiers benefit 
because their parents serve in the military. It 

sounds silly but the children feel special 

knowing that is it because they are a soldierõs 
child that they get to go to this special camp.ó.ó  


